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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement submitted on 4/17/2006 been considered 
by the Examiner and made of record in the application file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 
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4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shibasaski et al (US Pub 2004/0167856), hereafter Shibasaki, in view of Kinebuchi et al 
(US Pub 2003/0074448), hereafter Kinebuchi. 

1) Consider Claim 1, Shibasaski disclosed information-recording apparatus 
characterized by comprising (Shibasaski, [0007], Shibasaski disclosed that it is a 
information-recording apparatus): receiving means for receiving information related to a 
plurality of contents broadcast (Shibasaski, [0088], Shibasaski disclosed on how 
information can be acquired from the network, and recorded in the apparatus); 
temporary storage means for temporarily storing the information items related to the 
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contents (Shibasaski, [0074], Shibasaski disclosed on how information is retained in the 
temporary storage); storage means for storing any related information items 
(Shibasaski, [0074]); instructing means for instructing that the related information items 
temporarily stored in the temporary storage means be recorded in the storage means 
(Shibasaski, [0074]), ; recording means for recording the related information items 
stored in the temporary storage means(Shibasaski, [0074], [0076], Shibasaski disclosed 
on how the information is encoded in the temporary storage before being processed or 
transferred to a different location/device) , 

2) But Shibasaski does not explicitly state the use of a set, and the name of a set 
in association with the set, in the storage means, in response to an instruction made by 
the instructing means. 

3) Nonetheless, Kinebuchi disclosed the use of a set (Kinebuchi, [0066], [0097], 
Kinebuchi disclosed that the information can be formed by groups containing relevant 
information specific to the group/set), and the name of a set in association with the set 
(Kinebuchi, [0097], Kinebuchi disclosed that the groups are independent to other 
groups, as that implies that the groups are named/marked independently from each 
other), in the storage means, in response to an instruction made by the instructing 
means (Kinebuchi, [0066], [0097], Kinebuchi disclosed that the information contained in 
groups/sets are stored in the memory). 

4) Both Shibasaski and Kinebuchi provide features related to information 
recording. Therefore one of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to 
combine the teachings since both are within the same environment. 
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5) Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person skilled in the art at the time 
of the invention was made to incorporate the use of groups/sets to contain information 
taught by Kinebuchi, in the system of Shibasaski for the purpose of management of 
resources in information-recording system of Shibasaski. 

6) Claim 2, has similar limitations as Claim 1 , therefore it is rejected under the 
same rational as Claim 1 . 

7) Consider Claim 3, Shibasaski-Kinebuchi disclosed information-recording 
apparatus according to claim 1 , characterized in that the recording means records the 
information (Shibasaski, [0007], Shibasaski disclosed that it is a information-recording 
apparatus) related to the contents broadcast during a given time period (Kinebuchi, 
[0066], Kinebuchi disclosed that process of acquiring content can set to certain desired 
time period), as a set (Kinebuchi, [0066], [0097], Kinebuchi disclosed that the 
information contained in groups/sets are stored in the memory), in the storage means 
when the instructing means instructs that the information related to the contents 
broadcast in that time period be recorded in the storage means (Kinebuchi, [0066]), and 
records the name of the broadcast station and time period as the name of the set 
(Kinebuchi, [0066], [0097], Kinebuchi disclosed that the groups are independent to other 
groups, as that implies that the groups are named/marked independently from each 
other). 
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8) Claim 4, has similar limitations as Claim 1 , therefore it is rejected under the 
same rational as Claim 1 . 

9) Claim 5, has similar limitations as Claim 1 , therefore it is rejected under the 
same rational as Claim 1 . 

10) Consider Claim 6, Shibasaski-Kinebuchi disclosed information-recording 
apparatus according to claim 1 , comprising reproducing means for reproducing the 
contents from a recording medium loaded (Shibasaski, [0007]), and transmitting means 
for transmitting request information requesting for the information related to the contents 
reproduced by the reproducing means (Shibasaski, [0007], [0009], Shibasaski disclosed 
on information is acquired and reproduced), characterized in that the receiving means 
receives a plurality of related information items corresponding to the request information 
(Shibasaski, [0031], [0038], Shibasaski disclosed on how the related information such 
as trail-listening information is acquired), the recording means records the related 
information items received by the receiving means (Shibasaski, [0031], [0038]), as the 
set, and the name of the set in association with the set, in the storage means 
(Kinebuchi, [0066], [0097], Kinebuchi disclosed that the information can be formed by 
groups containing relevant information specific to the group/set). 
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11) Claim 7, has similar limitations as Claim 1, therefore it is rejected under the 
same rational as Claim 1 . 



12) Consider Claim 8, Shibasaski-Kinebuchi disclosed information-recording 
information (Shibasaski, [0007], Shibasaski disclosed that it is a information-recording 
apparatus) method according to claim 7, characterized in that the step of receiving 
related information (Shibasaski, [0031], [0038], Shibasaski disclosed on how the related 
information such as trail-listening information is acquired) is performed as a terminal 
apparatus which can communicate with an authentication server having an 
authentication function and with a related-information providing server for providing the 
related information and which can receive the information related to the contents carries 
out the following steps (Kinebuchi, [0040], [0078], Kinebuchi disclosed on how the 
authentication is carried out and which results in retrieving information from the server 
and vice-versa): transmitting request information requesting for the information related 
to the contents (Shibasaski, [0031], [0038], Shibasaski disclosed on how the related 
information such as trail-listening information is acquired), to the related-information 
providing server, together with a service-session ID that is a session ID between the 
terminal apparatus and the related-information providing server (Kinebuchi, [0202], 
Kinebuchi disclosed that the after the user authentication process is carried out which 
involves the use of member number/id and password, the system carries out the 
session control, which involves a special process which helps in maintaining of the 
session); receiving, from the related-information providing server, information 
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representing an authentication error and service identification information identifying the 
related-information providing server (Kinebuchi, [0202], [0227], discloses on how the 
authentication error process is carried out); transmitting authentication-ticket request 
information to the authentication server (Kinebuchi, [0202], Kinebuchi disclosed that the 
authentication is carried out after the user validates his/her user id and password 
successfully), together with the authentication-session ID that is a session ID between 
the terminal apparatus and the authentication server (Kinebuchi, [0202], Kinebuchi 
disclosed that the authentication session is kept alive, after the user has successfully 
authenticated himself/herself, and even if the process abruptly terminated, the 
authentication process creates a special process which involves creating a special file 
called the "client agent file" (Kinebuchi, [0234]), which allows the transmission to 
resume itself again) , the authentication-ticket request information requesting that an 
authentication ticket be issued for an access to the related-information providing server 
(Kinebuchi, [0202], [0234] Kinebuchi disclosed the special process and "client agent file" 
which is created after and during the successful authentication of the user); receiving 
the authentication ticket issued by the authentication server when the authentication 
server authenticates the terminal apparatus (Kinebuchi, [0234], Kinebuchi aids in the 
creation and use of the "client agent file" which aids in authentication), and transmitting 
the authentication-ticket request information (Kinebuchi, [0234]), together with the 
authentication ticket to the related-information providing server; receiving the service- 
session ID that is a session ID between the terminal apparatus and the related- 
information providing server (Kinebuchi, [0202], [0234]), when the related-information 
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providing server authenticates the terminal apparatus (Kinebuchi, [0202], [0234]); 
transmitting request information for requesting the related information to the related- 
information providing server (Kinebuchi, [0202], [0234]), together with the service- 
session ID; and receiving the related information corresponding to the request 
information (Kinebuchi, [0202], [0234]), when the related-information providing server 
authenticates the terminal apparatus (Kinebuchi, [0202], [0234]). 

13) Claim 9, has similar limitations as Claim 8, therefore it is rejected under the 
same rational as Claim 8. 

14) Consider Claim 10, Shibasaski-Kinebuchi disclosed the information- 
recording method according to claim 7, comprising a step of transmitting, at 
predetermined intervals (Kinebuchi, [0066], Kinebuchi disclosed that process of 
acquiring content can set to certain desired time period), request information requesting 
for the information related to the contents being broadcast and received, and a step of 
displaying the information related to the contents (Shibasaski, [0031], [0038], 
Shibasaski disclosed on how the related information such as trail-listening information is 
acquired), characterized in that related information that accords with the request 
information is received in the step of receiving related information (Shibasaski, [0031], 
[0038]), and the related information received is displayed in the step of displaying the 
information (Shibasaski, [0157], [0167], Shibasaski disclosed on how the information is 
displayed on the device/display unit). 
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15) Claim 11, has similar limitations as Claim 1, therefore it is rejected under the 
same rational as Claim 1 . 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ANISH SIKRI whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1783. The examiner can normally be reached on 8am - 5pm Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tonia Dollinger can be reached on 571-272-4170. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Anish Sikri 
A.S. 

August 17, 2008 



/Tonia LM Dollinger/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2143 



